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HISTORY OF THE CAFÉ ROYAL 

The first Café Royal in Edinburgh was  

founded by Mr John Ambrose and opened in 

1826 at 1 Register Place across the road 

from the present building. It previously was a 

tavern, serving coffee and wine, as well as 

beer and spirits and equipped with ample dining 

rooms which specialised in oysters. 

In 1861 all the properties in the area were 

sold to Robert Hume, a plumber, who then  

proceeded to demolish all the old, original 

buildings. Work started on the present  

building in 1861. It was originally built to be a 

showroom for the latest in gas and sanitary 

fittings, but it is doubtful that it ever  

accommodated any baths or sinks   

On 8th July 1863 the Café Royal moved to its 

new location in this stylish Parisian building, 

which was designed by local architect Robert 

Paterson. A glorious example of Victorian and 

Baroque, little has changed since then.  

Entering the Café Royal is like taking a step 

back in time. Elegant stained glass and fine 

late Victorian plasterwork dominate the 

building. 

  

 Irreplaceable Royal Doulton ceramic murals, 

painted by John Eyre, adorn the walls in both 

the restaurant and bar. These were purchased 

by an early licensee J. McIntyre Henry from 

the 1886 International Exhibition of Industry, 

Science and Art, which was held on  

Edinburgh’s meadows. 

  Since opening, the Café Royal has passed 

through the hands of many owners, although 

none have threatened the uniquely Victorian 

atmosphere. None, that is with the exception 

of Grand Metropolitan Hotels, who took 

over in 1965 and agreed, four years later, to 

sell the building to Woolworths wishing to 

extend their Princes Street store.  

Fortunately, the city Planning Officer  

disagreed, and aided by a petition of 8700  

signatures, he ensured that planning  

permission was denied. On 27th February 1970 

the whole building and its interior were listed 

thus preserving it for future generations. 

HISTORY OF THE CAFÉ ROYAL 



CHAMPAGNE & OYSTERS IN  

SCOTLAND’S OLDEST OYSTER 

BAR 

CHAMPAGNE & OYSTERS   

22.60 

125ML JOSEPH PERRIER, 3 SCOTTISH OYSTERS 

25.50 

125ML VEUVE CLICQUOT, 3 SCOTTISH OYSTERS 

Available in the Bar from 11am, Seven Days a 

Week, This marriage of social resonance, is a 

perfect pairing, combining two aspects that 

fit in perfect harmony, with the champagne 

there is not an attempt to destroy the  

qualities of the oyster, and neither is the  

oyster subordinated to the freshness of the 

champagne, but one element enhances the  

other. Two jewels of gastronomy where 

pleasure is the key element in this deliberate 

combination. An extravagant and aphrodisiac 

marriage needs a certain amount of creativity. 

Natural oysters best combine with a young  

vintage champagne, light and vibrant with 

good acidity, without dosage, served at a  

temperature of 6-8°C. Oysters and Champagne 

are a marriage not Intended to please  

everyone, so the consumer must be seduced 

and willing to accept the challenge.   

CHAMPAGNE SERVES 

RASPBERRY ROYAL      £16.00 

125ML JOSEPH PERRIER, 25ML CHAMBORD, RASPBERRIES 

RHUBARB & GINGER FIZZ     £16.00 

125ML JOSEPH PERRIER, 25ML EDINBURGH RHUBARB &  

GINGER LIQUEUR, GINGER 

GRAND ROYAL     £16.00 

125ML JOSEPH PERRIER, 25ML GRAND MARNIER LIQUEUR 

CLASSIC CHAMPAGNE     £16.00 

125ML JOSEPH PERRIER, 25ML REMY MARTIN VSOP, SUGAR, 

ANGOSTURA BITTERS 

CAFÉ ROYAL BLOODY MARY 

BLOODY MARY      £10.00 

BLOODY MARY & OYSTER     £12.50 

BLOODY MARY OYSTER SHOOTERS     £17.50 

3 x shots of Bloody Mary, 3 x Oysters 

The World Famous Café Royal Bloody Mary. 

Absolut Vodka, a squeeze of fresh lemon, Worcestershire sauce, a 

touch of tabasco and Big Tom spiced Tomato juice, topped with Red 

wine. Perfect with one of our fresh Loch Fyne Oysters. 



CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING 

MPco Prosecco DOC (vg) (Italy)                                     £7.45/£35 

Stars Brut Reserva, DO Cava, Perelada (Spain)     £7.30/£37 

Stars Touch of Rose cava, Perelada (Spain)            £8.10/£39 

Joseph Perrier Brut NV (France)                                   £11.60£56 

Chapel Down Brut NV (England)                                 £11.60/£56 

Veuve Clicquot Yellow Label Brut (France)        £14.50/£75 

Bollinger NV (France)                                                                        £75 

Louis Roederer Collection 243 Brut (France)                  £100 

Laurent Perrier Cuvee Rose NV (France)                               £110 

Dom Perignon (France)                                                                     £300 

Sweet & fortified 

Monbazillac, L’Ancienne Cure (France)              £5.80/£23.50 

Banyuls Rimage, (France)                                            £7.45/£29.50 

Sauternes, Chateau Filhot (France)                                            £41 

Fine White Port, Real Companhia Velha (Portugal)         £5.70 

LBV Delaforce Port (Portugal)                                                £5.90 

His Eminence’s Choice, 10YR Tawny Port (Portugal)     £6.80 

Fino, Bodegas Gutierrez Colosia (Spain)                               £5.70 

Pedro Ximenez, Emilio Hidalgo (Spain)                                     £6.55 

ROSE & orange 

Reserve De Gassac Rose, Vin de Pay de Herault (France) 

£8.20/£11.30/£31.50 

Provence Rose, Chateau D’Ollieres, Coteaux Varois (France) 

£10.00/£14.30/£39 

Sancerre Rose, Les Baronnes, Domaines Bourgeois (France) 

£49.50 

Chateau D’Esclans, Whispering Angel (France)      

£55 

 

 

Maremosso Cataratto, Orange, Cantine Rallo (Italy) 

£10.20/£14.15/£38.50 

Orange, Solara, Cramele Recas, Viile Timisului (Romania) 

£8.40/£11.60/£34 

175ml/250ml/bottle 

All Glasses are  

available as 125ml 



WHITE WINE 

175ml/250ml/bottle 

All Glasses are  

available as 125ml 

Vinho Verde, Quintas Do Homem (Portugal) 

£7.70/£10.70/£30.50 

Sauvignon Blanc, Domaine Guy Allion (France) 

£8.60/£11.60/£32 

Picpoul De Pinet, Grange des Rocs (France) 

£8.70/£11.90/£33.50 

Uvam, Pinot Grigio, DOC, Biscardo, Mabis (Italy) 

£8.70/£11.70/£34.50 

Albarino, El Camaron (Spain)  

£10.00/£14.20/£42.50 

Dillon’s Point Single Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc (New Zealand) 

£10.40/£14.60/£43.50 

Limoux Chardonnay, Toques et Clochers (France) 

£10.10/£14.30/£41.50 

 

1/2 Bottle Muscadet Garance Pierre Luneau Papin (France) 

£21.50 

1/2 Bottle—Puligny Montrachet Villages Bzikot (France) 

£77 

 

WHITE WINE 

Mielie Green Chenin, Testalonga Wines, (South Africa) 

£41.50 

Gruner Veltliner, Funkstille, (Austria)  

£38.50 

Estate Riesling, Weingut Max Ferdinand Richter (Germany) 

£44.50 

Pouilly Fume, ‘Les Loges’, Domaine Pierre Marchand (France) 

£52 

MM5 Furmint Dry, Tokaj (Hungary) 

£57 

Gewurtzstraminer, Le Katz Noisette, Domaine Klur (France) 

£53 

Chablis 1er Cru, Lechet, Domaine Tremblay (France) 

£55 

Sancerre Blanc, Domaine Reverdy Ducroix (France) 

£57 

Puligny Montrachet, 1er Cru, Domaine Larue (France) 

£145 

Mersault Cuvee Saint Jean, Domaine Vincent Latour (France) 

£155 



RED WINE 

175ml/250ml/bottle 

All Glasses are  

available as 125ml 

Terras Lusas Tinto, Adega de Redondo (Portugal) 

£7.70/£10.70/£30.50 

Merlot Metic, Wildmakers, (Chile) 

£8.20/£11.30/£31.50 

Pinot Noir, Moulin de Gassac (France) 

£9.20/£12.50/£35 

Salice Salentino Riserva, Marchese di Borgosole (Italy) 

£9.40/£12.90/£35 

Malbec, Organic Santa Julia  (Argentina) 

£10.00/£13.90/£37.50 

Electric Bee, Primitivo, Produttori di Manduria (Italy) 

£9.50/£13.00/£39 

Haut Medoc, Chateau Saint-Ahon (France) 

£13.10/£17.40/£47 

 

RED WINE 

Organic Beaujolais Rouge, Domaine de la Couvette (France) 

£43.50 

Baby Bandito Follow Your Dreams, Testalonga Wines (S.Africa) 

£42.50 

Enira, Bessa valley (Bulgaria) 

£41.50 

Quinta das Carvalhas Tinto, Real Companhia Velha (Portugal) 

£44.50 

Felino Cabernet Sauvignon, Vina Cobos (Argentina) 

£46.50 

Gran Reserva, 1890 Finca Manzanos, Rioja (Spain) 

£55 

Crozes Hermitages Rouge, Equinoxe, Domaine Equis (France) 

£52 

Emilio Moro, DO Ribera del Duero (Spain) 

£59 

Pomerol, Chateau Monregard La Croix (France) 

£69 

Saint-Emilion Grand Cru, Chateau Larmande (France) 

£68 



Brouilly, Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Jean Claude lapalua (France) 

£57 

Source De Rouge, Chateau Ka (Lebanon) 

£47.50 

Chateauneuf Du Pape, Bel Ami, Guillaume Gonnet (France) 

£69 

Amarone della Valpolicella Classico, DOCG Biscardo (Italy) 

£77 

Barolo, DOCG, Cascina Adelaide (Italy) 

£81 

Vega Sicilia ‘Alion’, Ribera Del Duero (Spain) 

£190 

Saint Juliene 3eme cru Classe, Chateau Langoa Barton (France) 

£145 

Hermitage, ‘La Sizeranne’, Maison M. Chapoutier (France) 

£165 

Pessac Leognan Grand Cru Classe, Domaine De Chevalier 

(France)   £225 

Le Pergole Torte, 1 Cento Anni di Sergio Manetti (Italy) 

£265 

RED WINE 

Cask ales 

We rotate our cask ales regularly with beers from  

breweries around Edinburgh and Scotland. Please ask a 

member of the team, or refer to the board or bar pumps 

for today’s selection. 

Draught beer 

We rotate our draught beers regularly with breweries 

from around Edinburgh, Leith and Scotland, please see 

the bar or ask for today’s selection 

Guinness (Ireland)     £6.80 

80 Shilling (Scotland)     £6.65 

Thistly Cross Cider (Scotland)     £6.80 

Paolozzi (Scotland)     £7.20 

Lawless Village IPA (Scotland)     £7.35 

Seasonal Sour (Scotland)     £7.40 

Estrella Galicia (Spain)     £7.20 

Innis & Gunn Lager (Scotland)     £7.10 

Stewart’s Lager (Scotland)     £7.20 



SPRITZ MENU 

APEROL SPRITZ     £11.50 

APEROL, PROSECCO, SODA, ORANGE 

ST. GERMAIN SPRITZ     £11.50 

ST. GERMAIN, PROSECCO, SODA 

CAMPARI SPRITZ     £11.50 

CAMPARI, PROSECCO, SODA, ORANGE 

LILLET ROSE SPRITZ     £11.50 

LILLET ROSE, FEVER-TREE ELDERFLOWER TONIC 

LIMONCELLO SPRITZ     £11.50 

LIMONCELLO, PROSECCO, SODA 

MOCKTAILS 

GRAPEFRUIT SPRITZ     £7.50 

SIPSMITH FREEGLIDER 0%, PINK GRAPEFRUIT SODA 

PASSIONFRUIT MULE £7.50 

FEVER-TREE PASSIONFRUIT, MOSCOW MULE 0% 

FREEGLIDER MULE £7.50 

SIPSMITH FREEGLIDER 0%, FEVER-TREE GINGER BEER 

APPLE & GINGER FIZZ £7.50 

EAGER APPLE JUICE, FEVER-TREE GINGER BEER 

APEROL & RHUBARB SPRITZ   £10.50 

APEROL, AMARO SANTONI, FEVER-TREE BLOOD ORANGE 

COCKTAIL MENU 

OLD FASHIONED     £12.00  

WOODFORD RESERVE, BITTERS, SUGAR SYRUP 

OR PICK YOUR OWN WHISKY FROM THE BAR AND CREATE 

YOUR OWN OLD FASHIONED 

 

NEGRONI     £11.00 

CAMPARI, MARTINI ROSSO, BEEFEATER 

SIDECAR      £11.00 

HENNESSEY VS, COINTREAU, LEMON JUICE, SUGAR SYRUP 

GIN / VODKA MARTINI     £12.00 

PLYMOUTH GIN / GREY GOOSE, LIVELY WHITE VERMOUTH 

MAKE IT A DIRTY OYSTER MARTINI  -  £14.50 

OLIVE BRINE & OYSTER 

 

FRENCH MARTINI    £12.00 

ABSOLUT, CHAMBORD, PINEAPPLE JUICE, LEMON JUICE 

ORANGE & GINGER MARGARITA £11.00 

KAVERI GINGER LIQUOR, OLMECA TEQUILA 

GINGERBREAD OLD FASHIONED £12.00 

JAMESON BLACK BARREL, GINGERBREAD SYRUP, BITTERS 



Liqueurs & Other 

Chambord (France)     £6.85 

Drambuie (Scotland)     £6.05 

Baileys (Ireland)     £7.05 

Tia Maria (Jamaica)     £5.85 

St. Germain Elderflower (France)     £5.55 

Disaronno Amaretto (Italy)     £6.05 

Limoncello (Italy)     £5.50 

Cointreau (France)     £5.75 

Kahlua (Mexico)     £6.10 

Sambuca (Italy)     £5.45 

Sambuca Black (Italy)     £5.45 

Dubonnet (France)     £5.70 

Jägermeister (Germany)     £5.65 

Frangelico (Italy)     £6.85 

Pernod (France)     £5.50 

Grand Marnier (France)     £5.85 

Benedictine DOM (France)     £5.40 

Kaveri Ginger Liqueur (England)     £5.35 

TEQUILA 

Patron Silver (Mexico)     £7.85 

Patron Reposado (Mexico)     £6.85 

Patron XO (Mexico)     £7.85 

Cazcabel Coffee (Mexico)     £7.65 

Del Maguey Mezcal (Mexico)     £5.95 

Olmeca Altos Plata (Mexico)     £5.60 

Don Julio Anejo (Mexico)     £8.00 

Blended whisky 

Johnnie Walker Black (Scotland)     £5.70 

Johnnie Walker Blue (Scotland)     £21.60 

Chivas Regal 12years (Scotland)     £6.05 

The Famous Grouse (Scotland)     £5.05 

Jameson’s (Ireland)     £4.90 

Monkey Shoulder (Scotland)     £6.10 

 

 



bourbon 

Four Roses (USA)     £5.45 

Makers Mark (USA)     £6.35 

Wild Turkey 101 (USA)     £5.90 

Knob Creek Rye (USA)     £5.75 

Buffalo Trace (USA)     £6.05 

Woodford Reserve (USA)     £7.60 

Gentleman Jack (USA)     £6.65 

Jack Daniels (USA)     £5.90 

Elijah Craig (USA)     £6.10 

Eagle Rare (USA)     £7.15 

Southern Comfort (USA)     £6.05 

vodka 

Absolut (Sweden)     £6.35 

Absolut Vanilla (Sweden)     £6.25 

Absolut Hunni (Sweden)     £6.25 

Grey Goose (France)     £6.85 

cognac 

Martell VS (France)     £5.65 

Hennessy VS (France)     £7.65 

Remy Martin VSOP (France)     £7.20 

Courvoisier XO (France)     £14.65 

fortified 

Taylor’s Fine Ruby Port (Portugal)     £5.15 

Pedro Ximenez Sherry (Spain)     £7.00 

Pimms No.1 (England)      £5.75 

Campari (Italy)     £5.85 

Aperol (Italy)     £5.60 

Martini Rosso (Italy)     £5.30 

Martini Dry (Italy)     £5.30 



RUM 

Bacardi (Cuba)     £5.95 

Bumbu Rum (Barbados)     £7.45 

Dark Matter (Scotland)     £6.45 

The Duppy Share (Jamaica)     £6.15 

Discarded Banana Peel (Caribbean)     £6.05 

Diplomatico (Venezuela)     £6.90 

Kraken Spiced (Trinidad)     £6.05 

Morton’s OVD (Scotland)     £5.50 

Plantation (Barbados)     £6.45 

Redleg Spiced (Jamaica)     £6.25 

Ron Zacapa 23years (Guatemala)     £7.45 

 

Gin  

Beefeater Gin (England)     £5.55 

Bombay Sapphire (England)     £5.65 

Botanist (Scotland)     £6.30 

Caorunn (Scotland)     £6.50 

Chase Pink Grapefruit (England)     £6.45 

Eden Mill (Scotland)     £6.90 

Edinburgh (Scotland)     £6.15 

Edinburgh Raspberry Liqueur (Scotland)     £6.15 

Edinburgh Rhubarb & Ginger Liqueur (Scotland)     £6.15 

Gin Mare (Spain)     £6.35 

Hendrick’s (Scotland)     £6.05 

Malfy Arancia (Italy)     £6.20 

Malfy Rosa (Italy)     £6.20 

Plymouth (England)     £5.65 

Puerto des Indias Strawberry (Spain)     £5.55 

Roku (Japan)     £6.20 

Sipsmith Gin (England)     £6.15 

Tanqueray 10 (England)      £6.85 

Warner Edwards Rhubarb (England)     £6.35 

 

Warner Edwards Pinkberry 0% (England)     £5.45 

Sipsmith Freeglider 0% (England)     £5.65 

 



minerals 

Fever-Tree Indian Tonic Water     £2.00 

Fever-Tree Natural Tonic Water     £2.00 

Fever-Tree Mediterranean Tonic    £2.00 

Fever-Tree Blood Orange     £2.00 

Fever-Tree Elderflower Tonic     £2.00 

Fever-Tree Ginger Ale     £2.05 

Fever-Tree Ginger Beer     £2.05 

Fever-Tree Mexican Lime Soda      £2.05 

Fever-Tree Pink Grapefruit Soda     £2.05 

Big Tom Spiced Tomato Juice     £4.45 

Coca-Cola (330ml)     £4.55 

Diet Coca-Cola (330ml)     £4.45 

Coca-Cola Zero (330ml)     £4.45 

Red Bull     £3.40 

Highland Spring Still (330ml)     £3.95 

Highland Spring Sparkling (330ml)     £3.95 

Highland Spring Still (750ml)     £5.25 

Highland Spring Sparkling (750ml)     £5.25 

Orange/Apple/Cranberry/Pineapple Juice     £3.55 

Lemonade (Draught)     £3.50/£5,35 

Coca-Cola (Draught)     £3.50/£5.35 

Diet Coca-Cola (Draught)     £3.40/£5.15 

Bottled beer 

Peroni Nastro Azzuri (Italy)     £6.30 

Peroni Gluten Free (Italy)     £6.30 

Crabbies Ginger Beer (Scotland)     £6.80 

Budvar (Czech Republic)     £6.75 

Corona (Mexico)     £6.10 

Estrella Galicia 0% (Spain)     £4.90 

Guinness 0% (Ireland)     £5.70 

Lucky Saint 0.5% (Germany)     £6.10 

Lucky Saint IPA 0.5% (Germany)     £6.10 

Sandford Orchards Ciders (England)     £6.95 

Blue Moon (USA)     £6.20 

 

 

 


